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forged 'by "his order. Your reading, much deeper than mine,
may furnish you with precedents of forged Acts of Attainder;
I never heard of one; nor does my simple understanding
suggest the use of such a forgery, on cases immediately
pressing; because an Act of Attainder being a matter of
public notoriety, it would be revolting the common sense
of all mankind to plead such an one, if it had not really
existed. If it could be carried into execution by force, the
force would avail without the forgery, and would be at once
exaggerated and weakened by it. I cannot, therefore, con-
ceive why Richard should make use of so absurd a trick,
unless that having so little to do in so short and turbulent
a reign, he amused himself with treasuring up in the Tower
a forged Act for the satisfaction of those who, three hundred
years afterwards, should be glad of discovering new flaws
in his character. As there are men so bigoted to old
legends, I am persuaded, Sir, that you would please them
by communicating your question to them. They would
rejoice to suppose that Richard was more criminal than
even the Lancastrian historians represent him; and just at
this moment I don't know whether they would not believe
that Mrs. Rudd assisted him. I, who am, probably, as
absurd a bigot on the other side, see nothing in the paper
you have sent me, but a confirmation of Richard's inno-
cence of the death of Clarence. As the Duke of Bucking-
ham was appointed to superintend the execution, it is
incredible that he should have feeen drowned in a butt of
malmsey, and that Richard should have been the exe-
cutioner. When a seneschal of England, or, as we call it,
a Lord High Steward, is appointed for a trial, at least for
execution, with all his officers, it looks very much as if,
even in that age, proceedings were carried on with a little                                 |

more formality than the careless writers of that time let us                                 "

think.   The appointment, too, of the Duke of Buckingham
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